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distorted electric guitar or a heavy backbeat. This does not include albums that contain these ele-
ments that sit squarely in another genre category, such as jazz fusion or rhythm and blues.  

ver the course of the last 25 years, rock ’n’ roll has seen a significant  
decrease in popularity. In this article, we attempt to explain this trend by 
examining of the genre’s success in the top ten rankings of Billboard’s 
Top 200 year-end album chart from 1950 through 2019, as the 2020 
chart has not yet been released. To compile this data, it was necessary to 
develop a definition of a rock ’n’ roll album. For this article, a rock ’n’ roll 
album is an album that contains three or more tracks with either a   

   Rock ’n’ roll first hit the 
Billboard Top 200 year-end 
chart in 1956 with Elvis Pres-
ley’s self-titled debut album. 
It wasn’t until 1962 that this 
success was matched by Elv-
is again. With the dawn of 
the British Invasion in 1964, 
The Beatles and other rock 
’n’ roll acts come onto the 
scene and gain success in 
album sales. By the end of 
the 1960s, rock ’n’ roll domi-
nated the charts and hearts 
of American music fans. 



1968 saw top ten album status 
for The Beatles, The Doors, Ji-
mi Hendrix Experience, Cream, 
and Vanilla Fudge. And1969 
brought success for Iron But-
terfly, Creedence Clearwater 
Revival, Led Zeppelin, and oth-
ers.  
   The 1970s started hot for 
rock ’n’ roll, with seven of the 
top ten albums of the year go-
ing to the genre. These artists 
include Chicago, Santana, Joe 
Cocker, and Three Dog Night. 
1971 and 1972 saw successful 
releases for Janis Joplin, Alice 
Cooper, and The Rolling 
Stones. However, the early 
1970s was a time of intense 
competition, as other genres 
such as singer/songwriter 
were booming from Carole 
King, Neil Young, Cat Stevens, 
Don McLean, John Denver. 
and others. The 
music of Stevie 
Wonder, War, Sly 
& the Family 
Stone, Al Green, 
and others were 
creating a new 
wave of soul, jazz 
fusion, and 
rhythm and 
blues. 
   Elton John, 
The Moody 
Blues, ZZ Top, The Eagles, 
Chicago, Peter Frampton, 
Fleetwood Mac, Boston, Elec-
tric Light Orchestra, and 
Queen emerge on the scene by 
mid-1970. In 1979, seven of 
the top ten albums in the Bill-
board Top 200 are rock ’n’ roll 
albums with releases from Bil-

ly Joel, The Cars, Super-
tramp, The Doobie Brothers, 
Styx, Rod Stewart, and Blon-
die. Rock ’n’ roll was here to 
stay—or so we thought. Tom 
Petty & The Heartbreakers, 
Pink Floyd, and Pat Benatar 
usher in the 1980’s with al-
bums charting on the Bill-
board Top 200 in 1980. The 
first three years of the decade 
see eight of the top ten al-
bums as rock ’n’ roll.  
   1983 and 1984 were domi-
nated by Michael Jackson’s 
groundbreaking pop album, 
Thriller. However, rock ’n’ roll 
was still seeing innovations 
and chart success from acts 
such as Def Leopard and Van 
Halen. Many rock acts were 
developing a pop sound, trad-
ing electric guitars for synthe-
sizers. 1985 saw a back-to-

basics rock suc-
cess with Bruce 
Springsteen’s 
Born In The 
U.S.A. Even so, 
artists like  
Madonna and 
Wham! were on 
the rise. In the 
late 1980s, 
Guns N’ Roses, 
Heart, Dire 
Straits, John 

Cougar Mellencamp, and U2 
were in direct competition on 
the charts with pop acts like 
Whitney Houston, Janet 
Jackson, and Paula Abdul. 
The 1980s would be the last 
decade to see nearly half the 
top ten spots of the Billboard 
Top 200  with rock ’n’ roll. 

   1990 was a significant year 
in rock ’n’ roll’s decline of 
chart success as M.C. Hammer 
broke the fifth spot on the Bill-
board Top 200 with a hip hop 
album. Now, rock ’n’ roll was 
competing with another popu-
lar genre. In the same year, 
Janet Jackson took the top 
slot, and Michael Bolton took 
the third slot. Holdouts from 
the 1980s like Aerosmith, Mot-
ley Crue, Billy Joel, and others 
would be followed by new rock 
groups like Nirvana and Metal-
lica. These new artists would 
have difficulty competing with 
popular acts like Mariah Car-
rey, Garth Brooks, and Billy 
Ray Cyrus. 
   As pop, country, and hip hop 
soared, rock ’n’ roll was quick-
ly becoming a niche genre, no 
longer being the commercial 
success standard. Groups like 
Stone Temple Pilots, Counting 
Crows, and Pearl Jam had ma-
jor successes. These albums 
were still not as widely popular 
as those from Mariah Carrey, 
Snoop Dogg, or Boyz II Men. 
Hootie & the Blowfish man-
aged to have a number one al-
bum in 1995 with Cracked 
Year View, and Alanis Moris-
sette the next year with Jagged 
Little Pill. Still, Mariah Carrey, 
Celine Dion, and Shania Twain 
sold more records than them 
over the course of several 
years. 
   In 1997 and 1998, Spice 
Girls became the number one 
selling record, accompanied by 
The Notorious B.I.G. and Puff 
Daddy on the chart. Pop and 

The 1980’s 
would be the last 
decade that near-
ly half of the top 
ten spots on the 
Billboard Top 
200 were covered 
by rock ‘n’ roll. 



hip hop were gaining favor over the masses as rock ’n’ roll began 
to fade away. Celine Dion and Shania Twain continued their 
dominance during this period, and Backstreet Boys and Will 
Smith had incredibly successful debut records. 1999 saw Back-
street Boys at the top of the chart, followed by Britney Spears, 
Shania Twain, and N Sync. The end of an era was at hand. 
   From 2000 to the present day, not one year would have more 
than three rock ’n’ roll albums in the top ten of Billboard’s Top 
200 list. 2000 was dominated by N Sync, Eminem, and Britney 
Spears. Although, Santana had a successful album due to the 
popularity of his song Smooth. The early 2000s belonged to hip 
hop. Eminem, Nelly, 50 Cent,  
OutKast, and Usher dominated 
the charts as rock acts like 
Linkin Park, Nickelback, Avril 
Lavigne, and Green Day  
managed to make the top ten. 
   By 2006, modern country had 
taken the lead in the charts with 
a top-ranked album from Carrie 
Underwood, and top ten albums 
from Rascal Flatts and Kenny 
Chesney. Rock ’n’ roll saw only 
one top ten albums this year. The 
mid and late 2000s were over-
whelmed by successes from a va-
riety of artists such as Beyonce, 
Taylor Swift, Kanye West, Alicia 

Keys, Lil Wayne, Black 
Eyed Peas, and Justin 
Timberlake. In 2010 we 
saw the first year since 
1963 that rock acts spots 
claimed zero spots of the 
top ten of Billboard’s Top 
200. 
   No year in the 2010s 
saw more than two rock 
albums in the top ten of 
the chart. Years 2017, 
2018, and 2019 all saw 
zero rock albums in the 
top ten. Pop, country, and 
hip hop made rock ’n’ roll 
an obsolete genre in 
terms of chart success. 

This is the same thing that 
happened to jazz when rock ’n’ 
roll made its rise in the 1960s. 
Perhaps, rock ’n’ roll will take 
on a renaissance in this new 
era like jazz did in the 1960s 
and 1970s once it was no long-
er the standard-bearer of gen-
res. Or, perhaps it will fade 
away. Whatever the case, we 
have six decades to remember 
it by fondly. 
 

Janice Joplin 

John Lennon and Elton John 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


